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Weather: 


Colder 
Rain 


BH House Blaze 
Kills 3 Children 


BY STEVE SAGER 


Staff Writer 


Three children left unattend- 


ed in upstairs apartment died 
early this morning when fire 
ripped through a house in Ben- 
ton Harbor. 


Benton Harbor Fire Chief 


Harold 
Caddie 
said 
the 


children's mother told him she 
was delivering a car on the east 
side of Benton Harbor when the 
blaze struck the home at 455 
Foster avenue on Benton 


The children, ages 6, 3, and 


8-months, were dead on arrival 
at Mercy hospital. Firemen said 
a 4-year-old brother escaped 
unharmed. 


Capt. Roy Hcarn stated that 


three out of the last four fires in 


MOTHER WEEPS: Queen Esther Blash cries in the arms of Benton Harbor 
policeman James Taylor. Three of her four children died in early Thursday 
morning fire in Benton Harbor. (Staff Photo) 


which people were killed in the 
Benton Harbor area in the last 7 
years involved children 
left 


unattended in homes. 


Victims of this fire were 


Anthony Blash, 8-months; La- 
tisha Blash, 3 years, and Ed- 
ward Biash, 6 years. Uninjured 
was Daniel Blash, 5. They were 
the children of Queen Esther 
Blash. Rodez si id 


Police Chief Andrew Rodez 


said a joint investigation will be 
conducted by fire officials along 
with an investigator from his 
department. The investigation 
was to begin today. 


Hospital officials reported 


all 
three children died of 


smoke inhalation. 


Hcarn gave this report of what 


happened: 


The four-year-old boy, Daniel, 


Blash apparently awoke after 
the fire started in what firemen 
termed "an attic space used as 
an unapproved bedroom fur the 
three older children." 


He then ran downstairs to 


alert a neighbor, Pauline John- 
son, 29, who rushed to the 
apartment above. She told 
firemen she was unable to get in 
due to a locked door. 


She then ran across the street 


and had neighbors call the fire 
department before returning to 
the smoke-filled apartment for 
another rescue attempt. This 
attempt also failed due to the 
heat and flames, she told 
firemen. She then removed her 
own 8-month-old son from her 
apartment and went outside as 
fire (rucks arrived. 


Hcarn reported the mother of 


the trapped children arrived 
seconds before firemen. 


According to Hearn, the first 


firefighters on the scene were 
directed to the wrong window at 
the front of the house by bys- 
tanders. They started to enter 
the room in which two of the 
children were found later, but 
were directed to the other win- 
dow by cries of bystanders. 


Fire officials said, however, 


they believe that even if the 
children had been discovered at 
this time they were probably 
already deadlGaddie said an 
investigation after the blaze was 
extinguished revealed the fire 
had started approximately 30 
minutes before they arrived. 
Cause of (he fire as 
not 


(See back page, sec. 1, col. 4) 


FIRE VICTIM: Benton Harbor fireman Dennis 
Champion carries the body of Latisma Blash, 3, 
from upstairs apartment following blaze at 455 


Foster avenue. Blaze also took lives of two other 
Blash children. (David Arndt Photo) 


Nixon Answers Questions 
On Oil Crisis, Watergate 


INDEX 


DEATH CRIB: Benton Harbor firemen found the.body of eighl-month-old 
Anthony Blash in this crib. Bodies of two other children were found in upstairs 
apartment at 455 Foster avenue. (David Arndl Photo) 
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WASHINGTON 
(AP) 
- 


President 
Nixon Wednesday 


declined to speculate on the 
lifting of the Arab oil embargo, 
but predicted that energy prices 
may fall this year, praised 
Senate acceptance 
wf of his 


energy bill veto and offered 
cooperation with the House im- 
peachment committee 
in a 


wide-ranging television-radio 
press conference. 


The President offered to give 


sworn testimony, in writing or 
in a White House interview, to 
speed the House impeachment 
inquiry. He said he would 
surrender 
to 
the 
House 


Judiciary Committee all tapes 
and documents made available 
earlier to Watergate special 
prosecutor 
Leon 
Jaworski, 


besides making himself availa- 
ble for questions. 
He said the 


steep rise of food prices should 
slow down and promised once 
more to avoid an economic 
recession this year. 


i 


Incorporation Hearing April 23 


Fairplain Petition Ruled Legal 


The Slate Boundary commis- 


sion Wednesday declared a pe- 
tition for the , incorporation of 
Fairplain as a city legal and 
sufficient, and ordered a public 
hearing for April 23 starting at 8 
p.m. at Fairplain Junior high 
school. 


James Hyde, executive secre- 


tary to the State Boundary 
commission, said the purpose of 


the hearing will be for the com- 
mission to gather information 
and hear testimony "bearing on 
the feasibility of the proposed 
incorporation." 


Hyde said a decision by the 


commission 
could 
take 


anywhere from a few weeks to 
five months depending on a 
variety of factors. However, Ibe 
entire process from the public 


hearing to a decision by the 
commission and then election of 
a charter commission, creation 
of a charter and incorporation 
could take several years, Hyde 
said. 


The incorporation petition 


was filed by the Committee for 
the City of Fail-plain. An earlier 
pclilion had been rejected by 
(he 
Boundary 
commission 


because of insufficient signa- 
tures and an error in the 
description of the area proposed 
for incorporation. 


Public hearings such as the 


one scheduled for April 23 nor- 
mally start with presentation of 
information by the proponents 
of incorporation and then there 
is an opportunity for persons an 
(he oilier side lo question 


statements. Hyde said. 


The Boundary commission 


can approve or reject the incor- 
poration petition or can adjust 
the boundaries and approve il. 
Entering into the commission's 
decision is what effect incor- 
poration would have on the 
remaining 
part 
of 
the 


(See back page. sec. I, col. 4) 


By sustaining his veto of 


emergency energy legislation 
including the oil price rollback, 
Nixon said the Senate "vetoed 
longer gas lines and vetoed na- 
tionwide rationing." 


In declining to speculate on 


lifting the Arab oil embarg he 
said chances were improved by 
diplomatic progress 
toward 


disengagement 
of Arab and 


Israeli forces in the Middle 
East. 


Although Nixon labeled his 


Watergate offer as "very forth- 
coming," he hedged at promis- 
ing to provide other evidence 
(he panel might seek. And he 
said it would be improper for 
him 
to 
submit 
to cross- 


examination. 


Rep. John Rhodes of Arizona, 


the House Republican leader, 
said it appears Nixon "has opt- 
ed for disclosure and coopera- 
tion." But he said "every 
relevant fact and piece of 
evidence simply must be fur- 
nished to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee if we are to have any 
hope of resolving this mailer." 


Chairman Peter Rodino. D- 


N.J., wouldn't comment. But 
Rep. Robert McClory, R-I11., 
said of a formal Idler from 
Nixon lawyer James D. St. 
flair, responding shortly before 
the news conference to a com- 
mittee request for data: 


"I don't think it's satisfac- 


tory. It doesn't appear to be 
responsive." 


When Nixon outlined a( the 


news conference his offer of at 
least limited cooperation, he 
declared. "I believe thai lhat 
will serve the purpose." He 
expressed strung opposition lo 
Idling the committee go lo the 
White House and "paw through 


it on a fishing expedition." 


Continuing 
Watergate 


inquiries dominated the 39- 
minulc session with newsmen, 
Nixon's second in nine days. But 
the 
seemingly 
relaxed 


President dealt with Ihese other 
major topics: 


—Nixon 
opposes 
public 


financing of federal election 
campaigns, an idea with strong 
congressional support, because 
he regards individual giving as 
a healthy thing and because use 
of lax dollars lo finance one 
parly or the other would mean 
"taxation without representa- 
tion" for citizens of opposing 
views. 


The President appeared lo 


break some new ground in dis- 
cussing his taped March 21, 
1972, meeting with ousted coun- 
sel John W. Dean III and former 
staff chief II.R. Haldeman. 


Dean has testified that Nixon 


was informed then that it might 
take ?1 million to ensure silence 
by those originally convicted of 
participation in the Watergate 


(Sec back page, sec. 1, col. 1) 


Winning 
Numbers 


PONTIAC, Mich. (AP) - 


The winning numbers in 
today's 
regular 
weekly 


Bureau of the State Lottery 
drawing were 818—446. 


Second-chance numbers 


are 
916—345. 
Bonus 


numbers are 294—141—080. 


Millionaire elimination 


numbers are 815. 


Milliken Running... Away From Nixon 


LANSING, Mich. (AP) - Gov. William Milliken (old a news 


conference today thai he would be a candidate fur re-election f«r 
another four-year term. 


Milliken said he intends lo "continue fulfilling my responsibili- 


ties as governor" and said he will not "start campaigning 
tomorrow." 


"There will be plenty of lime for the confrontations," of the 


campaign trail, he said 


When asked if he could overcome the taint of Watergate on Hie 


Republican parly, Milliken responded by reminding thai he has 
been a long-time critic of (he scandal and President Nixon's 


handling of il. 
. He reileralccl his belief that \ixon should produce all evidence in 
the mailer and lhal impeachment proceedings be conducted 
quickly, but said he would not ask for Nixon's resignation. 


Meanwhile, capital sources said Lt. Kov. James lirickley has 


virtually"decided against making a race as Milliken's running 
male again, bul Briekley has not commented on Hie reports. 


Sources indicated Briekley would not reveal his plans today but 


would do so iii (he near fulure. 


If Briekley should not run, Ihe three names most prominently 


mentioned as possible candidates include U.S. Rep. Philip Ruppe 
of Hoiighton, and stale Sens. William Ballenger of Umsing and 


Carl D. Pursell of Plymouth. 


The 51-year-old Republican decided In return lo Uinsing from 


Ibe National Governors Conference in \Vnsliiiiglon. rallicr Ihan 
attend a dinner at Ihe While House lonight. 


The decision is perhaps symbolic of Ihe increased distance Ihe 


governor has been pulling belween himself and President Nixon. 


No Democrat has formally announced intentions lo seek (he 


gubernatorial nomination. Bill two persons who say I hey are 
seriously considering Ihe mo\e are former Delroil Mayor Jerome 
Cavanngh and former slate Sen. Sander Levin of Berkley, who losl 
In Milliken in l!)7fl. 


IN HOT SPOT: President Nixon conducts his second 
news conference in nine days Wednesday night from 
the East Room of the White House. The television 
lights were hot and here the President used a 
handkerchief lo wipe his face. (AP Wirephoto) 
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'Crisis Is My Middle Name' 


Ohio Finds Industry Needs 
Protection From Violence 


Thousands of localities across the 


nation rely upon state police or high- 
way patrolmen as the primary, and 
often the only, law-enforcement or- 
ganization. Yet many states restrict 
the use of state police in conjunction 
with a strike or labor dispute. 


The laws in Ohio, Mississippi and 


Wisconsin, for example, specifically 
ban intervention of state police in any 
labor dispute, no matter how violent 
or 
destructive. 
Florida, 
Mas- 


sachusetts and Louisiana do not limit 
use of state police, but historical 
practice and current policy is to 
prohibit it. Many other states put 
various limitations 
on the state 


police. 


• A push is on to change the more 
restrictive laws. The Ohio legislature 
is considering a bill that would lift 
that state's ban against using high- 
way patrolmen as peace officers dur- 
ing labor disputes' and would permit 
state police intervention when local 
authorities lack either the ability or 


the inclination to maintain order. 


The debate in the Ohio legislature 


is more than academic. The Dow 
Chemical Co. cancelled plans for a 
multimillion-dollar expansion of its 
production complex near Ironton in a 
region called 
"the 
Appalachia of 


Ohio," where state and local law en- 
forcement officers had refused to 
protect employes 
from strike-con- 


nected violence in 1971. Connecticut, 


•which does provide slate police pro- 


tection, was selected instead for the 
new production facilities. 


According to Rep. Charles E. Fry, 


the sponsor of the Ohio legislation, 
the denial of equal protection from 
violence in a strike is not only unfair 
and discriminatory but also an obs- 
tacle to economic growth and expan- 
sion of job opportunities in the states. 
Most of the state's large employers, 
he says, believe that the restriction on 
the highway patrol has, to some ex- 
tent at least, been a factor contribut- 
ing to outbreaks of violence during 
strikes in Ohio. 


What's This!—A Discount 
For Paying In Cash? 


Strange to relate on this day of the 


ubiquitous credit card, some people 
still prefer to use cash in their 
everyday 
business 
transactions. 


Peculiar as this habit may be, they 
should not be penalized for it, contends 
at least one consumer group. 


Or put it another way, merchants 


who accept credit cards should be 
allowed to give discounts to cash cus- 
tomers. 


This is the brunt of a suit that has 


been filed in U.S. District Court in 
'Washington, D.C., 
by 
Consumers 


Union. The organization wants the 


court to outlaw provisions in credit 
card contracts that bar merchants 
from offering such cash discounts. 


The suit argues that merchants 


honoring the cards must absorb what 
amounts to a service charge of from 2 
to 8 per cent of the sales price — 
which, of course, is tacked onto the 
sales price — and that they should be 
permitted to offer an equivalent cash 
discount to customers who pay cash 
and thus save them the service charge. 


If the suit is successful, that green 


stuff we used to carry in our pockets 
could become fashionable again. 


Cancer Program Slowed 


Most task forces formed to concen- 


trate 'action against a particular 
problem have one major shortcoming: 
money. Scientists revising the Na- 
tional Cancer Plan complain money is 
no problem but manpower is. 


'The National Cancer Plan was for- 


mulated by the White House last 
August as the first step in a nationwide 
effort to concentrate the resources of 
medical science and the 
federal 


. government against the disease which 
' kills more Americans every year than 
any other except heart disease. 


Scientists now revising the plan 


under the aegis of the National Cancer 
Institute say.the supply of trained 
specialists is not keeping pace with 


available funds, hampering progress 
of the program. Echoing the sen- 
timents-of the staff, Dr. Frank J. 
Rauscher Jr., director of the National 
Cancer Institute, said: 


"The most important deterrent to 


getting on with this plan and program 
is the fact that we simply, don't have 
enough people of the kind or quality 
that we need." 


NCI's budget has increased 180 per 


cent since 1969, or $300 million, but 
growth in personnel has been only 14 
per cent and its office and laboratory 
facilities have been expanded by only 9 
per cent. The temptation to spend 
public funds whether the program is 
ready to go or not is a strong one. 


Harnessing Tides 


Long before science discovered the 


gigantic power of nuclear energy, it 
spent long hours searching for a. 
course of perpetual energy. Like a 
clock which requires no electricity or 
winding, remember? 


With the advent of new sources of 


abundant energy such as the atom 
and 
petroleum, perpetual 
motion 


seemed a lost cause. With one ex- 
ception. 
Nature 
provides 
many 


sources of power which are not only 
abundantly available but inexpensive, 
if the intricacies of harnessing can be 
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overcome. 


That "if" can be an elusive goal. 


One of the oldest forms of natural 
perpetual energy is the ebb and flow 
of the tides and man 
has 
long 


dreamed of harnessing this action to 
produce power. 


A breakthrough anywhere would 


hasten the day when many countries 
would take advantage of their tidal 
inlets and seacoasls to harness the 
movement of the, oceans. 


Ever since 1919 engineers have 


been quabbling over the possibilities 
of generating power by channeling 
the waters of the Passamoquoddy Bay 
on the United States-Canadian border. 
Because of the energy shortage, Pas- 
samoquoddy and a number of similar 
sites throughout the world will see 
renewed activity by scientists seeking 
"effortless" energy. 
Time To Bur 
•. 


Many 
disinterested 
economists, 


those without an ax to grind, say this is 
a good time to buy, despite some sen- 
timent to the contrary. The big reason 
is that prices are more likely to go up 
in the years ahead than down. 


Built-in elements such as wages 


formerly kept prices stable or held 
advances to minute' proportions in 
most lines. All of these now continue to 
be hell bent for escalation. 


So the consumer who is flunking of 


buying and who needs some capital 
goods may be smart to buy. Waiting 
could be extremely costly. 


King Feature* Syndicate 


GLANCING BACKWARDS 


• 
FOUR SEEKING 


SHOREHAM SEATS 


— 1 Year Ago — 


Shoreham village electors will 


have Iheir first race in years 
when they elect three trustees 
from a field of four candidates 
Monday. Two trustees are re- 
tiring. They are Larry Hauch 
and Henry Balson. 


Incumbent John Helsley. and 


Dr. 
Dean 
Asselin. 
Alvin 


Burkhall and Robert Halm are 
seeking the three two-year 
terms on the village board. 
Polls will be open from noon to 7 
p.m. Voting will be in the 
village hall on Brown School 
road. Election workers-will be 
Fyrmith David. Dorothy Peter- 
sun and Clerk Janet Helsley, it 
was reported at the village 
council meeting last night. 


LOCAL C AND O 
WINS AWARD 


— 10 Years Ago — 


The local branch of the 


Chesapeake and Ohio Better 
Service Conference Thursday 
night won the company's annual 
award for the most improved 
chapter of the entire C and 0 
Railway system for 196!). Al 
Docktor. 
assistant employe 


relations director of the com- 
pany's 
Cleveland 
office, 


presented the award at the 
quarterly meeting. 


Four students from St. Joseph 


high school provided entertain- 
ment with a vocal quartet. All 
members of the A Capella choir, 
they were Dan Knulh, Craig 
Connors. Jack Walker and Dave 
Tibbitts. 


EDITOR'S 
MAILBAG 


MIDDLE CLASS 


IS PAYING 


Editor. 


In reading Monday, March 4 


paper I wholehcarlly agree with 
story that 100,000 gallons of gas 
been stored in vacant stations. 
If it is in so short supply, why 
the storage. I believe the middle 
class is getting it from both 
ends. The supposedly poor get 
everything given to them and 
the rich have so many loopholes 
he don't pay any taxes. So the 
middle class is paying for both. 


Don Boniface 


Hartford 


LETTER TO 


BRIDGMAN COACH 


Editor, 


This letter is for the coach of 


the 
Bridgman 
Bees, 
Mr. 


Hendricks (if he deserves to be 
called that.) This is about the 
unsportsmanlike things he said 
about the LMC Lakers in the 
paper. It takes a team to win 
and not just one person can do 
it. Take a look at our 20-0 
record. It takes a team to do this 
and our team did it together. 


In our last game at Bridgman, 


we 
proved 
outselves 
by 


humiliating the Bees 89-59. It 
took a team to do this. 


In conclusion we'd like to say 


"Hendricks, eat your words and 
have a good meal. Think before 
you speak." 


J. C. Dorfler 


Jon Masini 


SENATOR ASKED 
TO TELL STAND 


Editor, 


An open letter lo 
Senator Kobert F. Griffin 


In late January I wrote to you 


urging you to oppose ratification 
of the genocide convention. I 
had written to you several limes 
previously regarding Ihe same 
convention (treaty) because this 
Ireaty has been before the 
Senate for ratification since 
I!I48. Each time that I have 
written to you, you have shown 
me the courtesty of a reply, but 
at no time have you indicated 
thai you are either in favor or 
opposed to the ratification of the 


genocide convention. 


To my January letter you 


furnished your standard reply 
and I wrote again with a request 
that you inform me al this time 
as to your position and I suggest 
in addition that you oppose the 
current 
negotiations to re- 


negociate the Panama Canal 
Treaty which proposes that we 
give up the United States con- 
trol. • ~ 


Your reply, received today, 


states "Thank you for your most 
recent letter. As you may know, 
on February 5 — and again on 
February 6 — the Senate failed 
to agree on a motion to close 
further-debate on the so-called 
genocide Treaty and bring the 
issue to a vote. The measure 
remains on the Senate calendar, 
but there is no further action 
scheduled on it at this time." 


This is your reply to a request 


that you stale your posilion. Did 
you vole to close debate? 


Regarding the Panama canal 


Irealy, you senl me Ihe Stale 
Department 
release 


"Background and Status of the 
Panama Canal Treaty negotia- 
tions" and the 
hollow as- 


surance that under our consti- 
tution, these negotiations could 
not become binding until ra- 
tified by the Senate. Since these 
negotiations as described by the 
Senate Department (courtesy of 
Ihe same man who so ably 
arranged the defeat of the Unit- 
ed Stales in Vietnam - Elsworth 
Bunker) amount to a surrender 
of every right of the United 
States to Ihe Panama Canal ex- 
cept lhal of paying the bills. I 
think the voters in your district 
have the right to know where 
you stand, tor the United States 
or against it. 


I believe thai the citizens of 


the United States are ready to 
use the power of their voles lo 
insure that their representa- 
tives in Congress work lo 
preserve the United Stales as a 
free republic. 1 await your reply 
so that the reader's 
of Ihe 


News-Palladium and Herald 
Press can be aware of your 
posilion on these two important 
issues. 


Don C. Wcndt 
P.O. Box 228, 
SI. Joseph 


Puerto Rico's 


Status Misread 


HITLER BIDS 


FOR GERMANS HERE 


— 35 Years Ago — 
- 


Persistent efforts to lure Ger- 


man-Americans who have not 
become United Stales citizens 
back lo Nazi Germany are being 
made in Berrien county and 
other southern Michigan com- 
munities, according lo reports 
from informed sources. 


It is said that more than 70 


twin city residents of German 
nationality have already signed 
up to return to their fatherland, 
where they have been promised 
two months free rent, furniture 
if they have none and 
are 


guaranteed 
in 
addition 
a 


minimum of $'£> a week pay In 
Germany 
industrial 
plants. 


Those who have rejected the 
proposal to return lo Europe say 
they fear Germany is preparing 
for war and they don't want to 
run the obvious risk of being 
conscripted for military service 
in the event of a conflict involv- 
ing Germany. The recent rush 
of German-Americans to obtain 
citizenship papers is believed lo 
be directly related to the Nazi 
campaign to bring about the re- 
turn of German nationals. 


STAGE FAIR 


— 45 Years Ago — 


The doors of the St. Joseph 


high school will be thrown open 
tonight for the first annual 
county fair, under the auspices 
of the senior class. 


ELECT OFFICERS 
— 55 Years Ago — 


The annual meeting of the 


Thursday club was held yester- 
day afternoon al the home of 
Mrs. 
F.W. 
Keeler, 
Lewis 


avenue. Officers were elected as 
follows: President. Mrs. G. B. 
Paxton; vice president. Mrs. 
F.W. Keeler; recording secre- 
tary. Mrs. 
II.E. Williams; 


corresponding secretary, Mrs. 
Nelson C. Rice; treasurer, Mrs. 
R..I. Stahelin; literary critic, 
Mrs. G.F. Mulliken. 


APPROVE PLANS 
— 65 Years Ago — 


The bishop and Father Esper 


have approved the plans of J.C. 
Sclwerdl, local architect, for 
the new Catholic school building 
lo be erected here this spring. 


Anti-colonialist ideologues in 


the United Nations who have . 
never understood or believed 
Puerto Rico's genuine feelings 
of attachment for the United 
States should by now have 
received some mind-stirring 
messages from their own jour- 
nalists al home. 


On a fairly recent visit lo Ihe 


island, some 18 European, 
Asian 
and Latin American 


correspondents learned convin- 
cingly that less Ihan five per 
cent of Puerto Rico's voters cast 
their ballots for independence. 


Their surprise al "discovery" 


of this enduring reality is a 
measure of the blindness of 
countless small-nation U.N. 
delegates, a condition obviously 
abetted by the dust-in-lhe-eyes 
ladies 
of 
Cuba's 
crude 


propagandist. 


As a'matter of fact, what is 


going on right.now provides an 
earnest underscoring of Ihe 
strong ties between the Uniled 
Slales and Puerto Rico as it 
lives 
in 
unique 
"common- 


wealth" 
status 
with 
the 


mainland. 


The architect of "common- 


wealth" was the island's elder 
staleman and former governor, 
Luis Muhoz Marin. His goal was 
lo carve out a special realm lo 
give fullest pay lo Purelo Rico's 
Latin culture and allow recog- 
nition 
for 
the 
economic 


problems linked partly to its 
island isolation and partly to its 
heavy concentration of people. 


Munoz never considered com- 


monwealth status a "way sta- 
lion" on Ihe road lo indepen- 
dence, nor, as judged by Iheir 
voles, did mosl Purelo Ricans. 


The allernative of statehood 


has al limes had fairly strong 
advocacy, bul it, loo. has losl 
out at every election and seems 
today 
in much diminished 


favor. 


What Puerto Kicans DO want, 


and are in process of seeking, is 


what is often called a "perfec- 
tion" of the commonwealth sta- 
tus. The term is not meant 
literally. The objective, is lo 
reduce or eliminate certain 
economic and oilier inequilies 
which have emerged from the 
practical working out of "com- 
monwealth," and lo maximize 
the island's freedoms while still 
maintaining a light bond with 
mainland America. 


To this end, a 14-member 


joint ad hoc committee, named 
last fall by Presidenl Nixon and 
Gov. Rafael Hernandez Colon, is 
meeting periodically to tackle 
some problems which hobble 
Puerto 
Rico's 
economy 


seriously (even though its per- 
formance is a minor miracle 
when sel beside mosl of Ihe 
developing world.) 


Some difficulties are old, but 


neglected. All shipping trade 
between island and mainland 
must under present law move 
in American vessels, whose 
rates far exceed Ihose of foreign 
ships. Adjuslmerlts are long 
overdue. 


Minimum wage laws designed 


. for mainland workers are no 
great boon to Puerto Ricans. 
The island's lure to industry is 
frankly rooled partly in ils 
lower-lhan-mainland pay scales 
(which nevertheless 
greally 


surpass olher Latin lands.) To 
enforce rigid mainland slan- 
dards is lo heighten island 
unemployment, 
already 
too 


high. 


The ad box committee's un- 


dertaking gains new urgency 
from the fad 
thai today's 


economics 
aggravate 
such 


problems. Shipping rates have 
soared 30 per cent in two years. 


Living costs, higher than the 


mainland's, have risen corres- 
pondingly. And, with the island 
almost 100 per cent dependent 
on imported oil, the energy 
crisis has hit Puerto Rico with 
force unmatched in the 50 
states. 


Nixo?i Blew 


Opportunity 


One Ihing is certain lo be said 


by hislorians aboul Ihe last two 
years; Richard Nixon and (he 
men around him took an enor- 
mous, a historic political op- 
porlunily and simply flung it 
out the window. 


Since the early 19b'0s, a large 


number of conservative and 
centrist idealists have been 
laboring to shape what Nixon 
more recently has been calling 
the New Majority. I have wit- 
nessed and participated in this 
movement; and their point has 
always seemed to me a rela- 
tively simple one. The country 
does not really belong to the 
swingers of Camelot or lo the 
gurus of Cambridge, Mass., or 
to the militanU beloved of the 
media. The country, simply and 
flatly, belongs to Ihe middle 
class, and ils values of common 
sense, order, decency and res- 
peel should prevail. 


John K. Andrews Jr., the 


young ex-Nixon aide who has 
made a stir recently by coming 
out for impeachment in a 
hearl-broken way, is a perfect 
representative of those younger 
idealists. He could have worked 


® I9?4 by NEA. 


"Couldhe call youback in a little while?He's exorcis- 


ing right now!" 


for 
Ronald 
Reagan 
in 


Sacramento in 1968, he could 
have worked in the humming 
Nixon headquarters at 450 Park 
Avenue during the campaign 
against Humphrey, and he could 
easily have been among those 
who resisted Ihe allempl of Ihe 
intelligentsia to take over Ihe 
reins of power in 1972. In fact, 
he came rather recently to the 
White House stuff, but others 
like him have been in the 
struggle for years. Hundreds of 
vignetles spring lo mind. 


I remember young William 


Clark oul in Sacramento, who 
left a promising law career to 
labor as Gov. Reagan's ap- 
poinlmenls secretary. Or Mar- 
tin Anderson, author of "The 
Federal Bulldozer" and youn- 
gest professor in the Columbia 
Business School, who quil lo 
join the Nixon campaign in 1968. 
Or Jeff Bell, who since finishing 
Columbia College has done 
nothing else bul work for 
Republican causes, excepl for a 
tour in Vietnam. 


Hundreds of people li..,; this. 


Strangely, even the inlellecluals 
among them, a social category 
not much known for modesty, 
possessed essentially modes! 
political goals — goals, indeed, 
us the vole showed in 1972, thai 
they shared 
with the vasl 


majority of those whom they 
genuinely 
considered 
their 


fellow Americans. 


And now the whole thing is a 


shambles, thanks to incredible 
folly at the highest levels. Her- 
bi'rl Kalmbuch, a successful 
lawyer from Newport Beach, 
Calif., and Ihe President's own 
personal lawyer, has pleaded 
guilty In collecting and handling 
incredible sums of secret and 
illegal campaign contributions. 
He has told the Watergale 
prosecutors of a 
SH million 


secret'fund, $2 million of which 
went for things like Donald 
Segrelli's dirty tricks anil the 
private-eye snooping of Anthony 
Ulascwiiv.. 


In Pennsylvania, in Michigan, 


the electoral news is bad 
Nixon's 
HI72 support in or- 


ganized labor is eMipornling, 
and 
Ihe voters lured 
from 


Wallace-ism lo Nixon in HI72 are 
returning lo Wallace. 
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Area 


Highlights 


LINCOLN WATER SYSTEM SHAPING UP 


Work Begins This Week On Township's 


\4-Million Distribution Project 


ByAlAREND 


Sta(f Writer 


Construction which will make 


Lincoln township's $2.4 million 
water distribution system a 
reality, started Tuesday with 
the 
laying 
of pipe 
along 


Roosevelt 
road, 
south 
of 


Glenlord road. 


The system, when completed, 


will tap into St. Joseph city 
water supplies and will contain 
37.5 miles of 6 to 1G inch pipe 
through the most densely- 


populated 
part 
of 
Lincoln 


township, primarily north of 
John Beers road. 


Contractor for the project is 


Woodruff & Sons of Michigan 
City, Ind. 


Ernest 
Hauch, 
Lincoln 


AFTERMATH: Custodians at Niles senior high school board up broken win- 
dows and clean up glass in aftermath of disturbance following last-second 
Niles win over Benton Harbor in basketball game. Several windows in school 
were broken, as were windows in nearby homes. (Staff photo) 


• 
Windows Smashed After 
BH-Niles Tourney Game 


NILES — Several scuffles oc- 


curred and windows in at least 
eight houses and the school 
were reported smashed in the 
aftermath of Niles upset one- 
point win over Benton Harbor in 
basketball tourney action at the 
high school here last night. 


Police said the outbreaks 


began on the floor after the 83-82 
decision and were not over for 
about two hours. They declined 
to estimate the number of per- 
sons involved and said no one 
was arrested. 


One youth police said they 


were taking into custody repor- 
tedly broke away and disap- 


WAITS HEARING: Joyce Johnson, 33. Berrien 
Center, remains lodged in Berrien county jail where 
she is being held on an open charge of murder in 
connection with death of her husband Jan. 22. She 
has 
undergone 
pyschiatric evaluation and a 


preliminary examinationdate will be set when 
evaluation reports are received, according to a 
Berrien county Fifth district court spokesman. 
Body of her husband Carroll was found in family 
home some 10 days after his death. 


peared as officers tried to escort 
him through the crowd at the 
high school. One officer repor- 
tedly drew his gun during the 
attempt, but no shots were 
fired. 


Benton Harbor school officials 


this morning said the distur- 
bances were not as widespread 
as being reported by the news 
media and that "very few" 
Benton Harbor students or fans 
were involved. 


Benton Harbor Supt. Richard 


F. Helser said that five ad- 
ministrators 
attending 
the 


game helped break up several 
scuffles in the gym. but report- 
ed seeing only one fight. 


The administrators estimated 


that some 200 Benton Harbor 
adult and student fans were on 
the floor when the disturbance 
started. 


The administrators said the 


crowd of Niles and Benton Har- 
bor people was just milling 
around until a Niles police of- 
ficer, not in uniform, drew his 
gun and then quickly rehols- 
tered it. 


This changed the attitude of 


the crowd and sparked the dis- 
turbance which resulted in 
some rock throwing outside the 
building, according to the ad- 
ministrators. They estimated 
the crowd outside the high 
school at about 75 persons, out 
of which they could identify only 
a few Benton Harbor high school 
students. 


Helser identified the adminis- 


trators as Principal Roderick 
Halsted. Administrative Assis- 
tant James Kutter. Assistant 
Principals Kenneth Overly and 
Wallace Dunn, and Athletic 
Director Herbert Quade. 


"While I deplore any miscon- 


duct by students and adult fans 
as a reaction Ut losing a close 
basketball game," said Helser, 
"I was extremely proud to note 


(See back page, sec. 1, col. 3) 


Banker Rockefeller Due 
To Visit Michiana Friday 


David Rockefeller, head of one of the 


world's largest banks, is expected in Berrien 
county tomorrow on a good "goodwill visit." 


Rockefeller is slated to confer with officials 


of Whirlpool Corp., Clark Equipment Co. and 
industrial executives in South Bend. 


He is president and chairman of the board 


of Chase Manhattan bank and a member of 
the famed John D. Rockefeller family. 


A Whirlpool spokesman said Wednesday it 


wasn't known what lime Rockefeller would 
arrive in the Twin Cities. The brief visit to 
the Michiana area is at Rockefeller's initia- 
tive, the spokesman added. 


township 
supervisor, 
said, 


"Laying of pipe along Roosevelt 
road was started due to the 
sandy soil in this area. As soon 
as weather permits, pipe will be 
laid 
in 
the 
various 
sub- 


divisions." 


The system is expected to ini- 


tially serve some 2,300 homes 
and businesses, Hauch said. 


He indicated the first sub- 


division in which pipes will be 
buried 
is Newman's 
Echo 


Ridge. 


Ironically, Stevensville real 


estate agent Rueben Newman 
was the leader of a petition 
drive in early 1973 that tem- 
porarily 
thwarted 
the 


township's plans to develop the 
water system. A counter-peti- 
tion drive by residents in April 
of that year enabled township 
officials to proceed with the 
project. 


The $2.4 million project will 


be paid for by bonds paid off by 
special assessments and water 
use revenue. 


Under 
the 
proposed 


program, each potential user, 
regardless of the size of his lot 
or location, would pay $800 as 
his share of the cost of the 
primary distribution system. 


According to Hauch, this 


amount can be paid at one time, 
or at an average of $77 a year for 
15 years, which includes a six 
per cent interest charge on the 
unpaid balance. 
"Payments 


would be a different amount 
each year, due to the decreasing 
interest, and the balance may 
be paid off at any time, in order 
to save interest costs," Hauch 
said. 


The first payment, plus four 


months interest charges, were 
included on the 1973 tax rolls, 
Hauch said. 


Once the water system is in, 


and a home owner decides to 
hook up, there will be an initial 
charge of $280 to cover the cost 
of the meter and having the city 
of St. Joseph install a tap in the 
main and run a line to a 
resident's property line, 
owner will have to run a line 
from that point into his home 
and hook-up to his own plumb- 
ing system. This cost has been 
averaging about $150 for a 60- 
foot run, according to Hauch, 
but could be performed by the 
home owner to save costs, 
Hauch said. 


Billing for the water, once the 


system is in operation, will be 
done by St. Joseph city on a 
quarterly basis, with township 
residents paying l'/2 times as 
much as a St. Joseph city 
resident. 
Hauch 
said 
the 


average bill in Stevensville is 
running from $5.50 to $8 per 
month, paid on a quarterly 
basis. 


Home owners will not be 


required to hook up to the sys- 
tem, according to Hauch, unless 
upon 
order 
of 
the 
health 


departmenl where a public or 
semi-public service is involved, 
such as a reslaurant, etc. 


Homeowners can continue to 


use their present well and pump 
sysem, as long as they keep it 
separate from the public water 
system. 


How 
soon 
may 
Lincoln 


township residents expect to 
hook up? 


Hauch 
said 
"Generally 


speaking as soon as the lines are 
laid in an area. However, water 
must be in the mains and tests 
run." 


He indicated that hopefully 


people could start hook-ups in 
some areas in May. Completion 
dale for the entire project is 
slated for Jan. 26,1975. 


WATER PIPELINES: Laying of pipe for Lincoln 
township's $2.4 million water distribution system 
started this week along Roosevelt road, off Glenlord 
road. System will hook-up with St. Joseph city water 
system. From left are: Jack Davis, project foreman 
of Woodruff and Sons, Michigan City, Ind., con- 


tractors; Mrs. Bernice Tretheway, township clerk; 
Ernest Hauch, township supervisor; Jerry Ball and 
Thomas Bailie, township residents instrumental in 
petition drive last April which enabled project to 
become a reality. (Staff photo) 


Berrien Pushing To Put 
Sewer Line In Operation 


BY BILL RUSH 


Staff Writer 


The Berrien County board of 


public works (BPW) Wednes- 
day 
unanimously passed 
a 


resolution expressing its inten- 
tion to put the Hickory Creek 
interceptor line into operation in 
three weeks. 


The resolution means the 7- 


mile sewer line to serve the 
suburban area south of 
St. 


Joseph would be put into 
interim use before a 600-foot 
damaged section is repaired. 


A resolution for putting the 


interceptor sewer into operation 
is to be prepared by the Berrien 
county prosecutor's office and 
then come up for formal adop- 


tion at the March Ti BPW 
meeting. 


As a step toward resolving the 


issue of repairs, the BPW voted 
to pursue the possibility of ob- 
taining easements needed to 
begin either of two alternate 
methods 
for replacing the 


damaged pipe by Hickory Creek 
and the Cleveland avenue area. 
The construction cost of one al- 
ternate is estimated at 569,700 
and the other at $96,600, aside 
from easement costs. 


Robert Feather, BPW chair- 


man, 
said the board hasn't 


bypassed the issue of who is at 
fault for the damaged pipe but 
said that would take time, ad- 
ding "1 am almost positive it 


Dowagiac Man 
Missing In Lake 


DECATUR — A rural Dowagiac man was believed to have 


drowned in Pickerel lake near here late yesterday afternooon after 
the boat he and a friend were fishing from capsized, according to 
state police from Paw Paw. 


Missing and presumed drowned is Thomas Webb, fi2, route 2 


Alwood road, Dowagiac. His companion. Arthur Slaughter, 72, of 
315 Pine street, Decatur, was rescued from the water by a man and 
15-year-old. 


According to officers Webb had already disappeared in the 


water when Slaughter was reached. Slaughter was reported in 
satisfactory condition this morning at Lake View Community 
hospital, Paw Paw. 


Police said they wore told the boat capsized about 5:40 p.m. 


when the men were standing and one shifted his \vcight to one side. 


Police reported Slaughter was pulled from the water into a 


rowboat launched by Otto Price. 23. and James Tyes. 15. both of 
CR-352, route 3, Decatur. after Price allegedly heard Slaughter 
calling for help. 


Officers said stale police divers and Van Buren sheriffs 


department personnel were to search the lake this morning in an 
effort to locate Webb. 


Pickerel lake is located about a mile southeast of Deeatur. due 


south of the interaction of CR-352 and 42nd avenue. 


The drowning would be the second in Van Buren county in 11174. 


will end up in litigation." 


Orval Benson, St. Joseph 


township supervisor, told the 
BPW it was taking action con- 
trary to the wishes of three units 
of 
government. 
He 
listed 


the 
three 
as 
St. Joseph 


township, 
Shoreham 
and 


Stevensvii|e_. 


St. Joseph township had of- 


fered by resolution to pay up to 
$50,000 to help repair the 
damaged section of the inter- 
ceptor prior to its being put into 
use if the BPW would work to 
determine responsibility for the 
defects and to collect damages. 


Jack Craigmile, project en- 


gineer, repeated to the BPW his 
finding that the interceptor is 
sound, has water infiltration 
levels below the acceptable 
limits and could be used. He in- 
dicated earlier the damaged 
section can be used on a tem- 
porary basis. 


In expressing its intention to 


make the sewer line operative, 
Feather said "this thing has 
been 
kicked 
around 
long 


enough." 


Once the sewer line is put into 


use, the BPW can qualify for 
federal-slate grant money for 
the 
entire 
Hickory 
Creek 


project. A $1.5 million contract 
was awarded to Yerington and 
Harris of Benton Harbor in 1969 
but final construction costs will 
be about S2.7 million. 


The 600-foot damaged section 


was declared unacceptable by 
the engineer late last year. The 
pipe was deflected beyond ac- 
ceptable levels apparently by 
construction work on Cleveland 
avenue in the Hickory creek 
ravine. 


One alternate for replacing 


the damaged pipe is along a 
direct line parallel to Hickory 
Creek, has an estimated cons- 
truction cost of SB!),700 and 
would require an easement 


from Frank Nemethy, Jr., of 
2953 South Cleveland avenue, 
according to Craigmile. 


The second alternate would 


relocate the line about 50 feet 
west of its present location, has 
an estimated construction cost 
of $96.000 and would require an 
easement from the city of St. 
Joseph. 


In other action, the BPW ten- 


tatively awarded to VWR Scien- 
tific of Allen Park the contract 
for 
furnishing 
laboratory- 


supplies and equipment for the 
Village of Berrien Springs' 
newly-expanded sewage treat- 
ment plant. VWR had the low 
bid of $5,478.92. 
BH Mayor 


On National 


Committees 


Benton Harbor Mayor Charles 


Joseph said he has accepted 
appointments to the community 
development steering commit- 
tee 
and 
human 
resource 


development policy committee, 
both of the National League of 
Cities. 


Joseph said the appointments, 


made by Los Angeles Mayor 
Thomas Bradley, who is League 
president, call for three meet- 
ings a year, for each appoint- 
ment. Joseph also said he is to 
serve on committees at the an- 
nual League conference next 
December, at Houston, Tex. 


EX-INDIA OFFICIAL DIES 
MADRAS. India (AP) - 


Former Finance Minister T.T. 
Krishnamachari 
died today 


alter a brief illness. He was 74. 


Van Buren County Project 


Vocational School Moves Nearer 


BY GARRETT DeGBAFK 


Staff Writer 


IAWRENCE — Van Buren intermediate school dis- 


trict officials said last night the district is one step 
away from asking for bids for construction of its $.14 
million vocational training center. 


Ernest Shaw, assistant superintendent, snid plans 


for the center will be submitted for approval to stale 
officials in Lansing March 21. 


If approval is not delayed, he said, advertisements 


for bids could l>e published in mid-April. 


Construction costs, including $WO,000 for equip- 


ment, are being financed by a three-mill property tax 
levy approved by intermediate district voters in IH72 
and federal funds. 


Supt. Elmer Van Dyke said the district is attempting 


to secure additional federal grant monies for equip- 
ment,in addition to the $1.2 million granted previously 
for ('(instruction. 


Wilh the 11173 and 1074 collection of the three-mill 


levy, about SI.4 million will be raised for construction 
from thai source, he said. 


The planned center, which will have 27 program 


areas and a daily capacity of 1,21X1 students, is planned 
for site near the intermediate office building in 
Lawrence. 


In other action, representatives of eight of the dis- 


trict's II K-12 districts were present to approve a 
proposed 1(174-75 intermediate general fund budget for 
submission to the county allocation hoard. 


The proposed budget asks that the county allocation 


board allocate .2 mills for the intermediate operation 
instead of the. 17 mill allocated in previous years. 


The proposed general fund budget shows revenues of 


$57,400 from the proposed .2 mill allocation, as com- 
pared to $48,790 that would be raised if .17 mill were 
allocated against projected district state equalixed 
valuation of $287 million. 


The total general fund budge! projected is $1,187,1)8(1. 


This dot's not include the district's special and voca- 
tional education programs. 


Final approval of a 1974-75 budget will not be given 


by the board until after the tax allocation hoard de- 
termines what allocated millage the district is to 
receive. 
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SPORTS 
SECTION 


Tigers' Tournament Reign Ended By Niles! 


Last-Second Rebound Ousts Harbor, 83-82 


BY JIM DeLAND 


Sports Editor 


NILES — Benlun Harbor's 


basketball team learned Wed- 
nesday night how Niles has felt 
for years and years. 


In two unforgettable seconds 


the Tigers saw visions of victory 
turn into the spectre of defeat 
as they were eliminated from the 
Class A district tournament 
83-82 on a rebound shot by Dick 
Crocker that swished 
softly 


through the net as the final 
buzzer echoed through the Niles 
gym. 


Crocker's basket was the final 


stroke in an almost impossible 
Niles comeback that saw the 
Vikings outseore Bcnton Harbor 
10-2 in the last 1:46 of the game 
to gain sweet 
revenge for 


countless frustrations of the 
past, including a similar 67-66 
defeat in the district finals last 
year. 


Tragically, even this moment 


of satisfaction was spoiled for 
coach Dean Adams and his 
team by fans who caused an 
outbreak of fighting on the gym 
floor and then smashed win- 
dows in the high school, passing 
cars and nearby homes for al- 


most an hour after the game. 


"We've taken beatings from 


them year after year and our 
kids have never come down 
from the stands like that." 
Adams 
said 
emotionally, 


recalling the fact that Benton 
Harbor has eliminated 
the 


Vikings from tournament play 
eight times in the past 12 years. 


"This ruins it — it takes away 


from the ball game.... and that 
was a hell of a game out there." 


It was a furious battle in 


which no more than eight points 
ever separated the two teams, 
but with 1:56 left it appeared the 


Tigers had victory in their 
hands after 
three 
straight 


baskets by Gary Phillips and a 
pair of free throws by Jim 
Bridgman had put them ahead 
80-73. 


But in the remainder of the 


game Benton Harbor got only a 
single basket by Andrew Aller- 
berry as Crocker and Dave 
Barnes led the Viking charge. 


Benton Harbor still led 82-79 


with 15 seconds, left, but 
Ed- 


ward Albert missed the first 
shot in a one-and-one free throw 
and that was the last lime the 
Tigers touched the ball. 


DRIVING IN: Gary Phillips (23) of Benton, Harbor 
drives past Ed Hartman of Niles as Dick Crocker 
(44) moves in to help during Wednesday's game. 


Phillips led Tigers with 20 points, but Niles won 
game 83-82 on last-second rebound shot by Crocker. 
(Staff photo by Pete Mitchell) 


Desperately 
fighting 
the 


clock, the Vikings got the break 
they 
needed 
when 
Barnes 


scored on a rebound and was 
fouled in the process by Atter- 
berry with just two seconds on 
the Scoreboard. 


The 6-7 senior missed the free 


throw that would have sent the 
game into overtime, but the ball 
bounced off the rim into the 
hands of Crocker, who flipped it 
back into the basket as time ran 
out. 


"We 
finally 
had 
some 


luck...the ball just bounced the 
right way for once," Adams 
said. "II wasn't planned or 
anything like that. 


"I just told the kids we had 


come this far and we might as 
well go out in style. We went to 
that 1-3-1 press and I told them 
to just get the ball and go to the 
basket." 


Going to the basket and 


drawing fouls proved to be the 
salvation of the Vikings, who 
won the game by converting 27 
of 39 free throws and 11 of 16 in 
the fourth quarter to offset a 
10-point deficit from the field. 


Amazingly, the big comeback 


was accomplished without the 
services 
of ace guard 
Bill 


Weaver, who led both teams in 
scoring with 22 points and hit 10 
of 12 free throws but fouled out 
of the game with 4:24 to play. 


The Vikings' big men took up 


the slack, however, producing 
18'points in the fourth quarter 
and 50 in the game, with Barnes 
scoring 20, Crocker 17 and .John 
Harrington 13. 


Benton 
Harbor's 
guards 


carried most of their team's 
load, with Phillips scoring 20 
points, Jettie Rice 19 and Albert 
10. 


Center David Adkins added 13 


points and 14 rebounds, but for- 
wards Keith Seahorn and Mike 
Howard had only eight apiece 
when they fouled out within a 
minute of each other midway 
through the fourth quarter. 


"We made too many mis- 


takes." Benton Harbor coach 
Earl McKee said in the somber 


Lakeshore Streaks Past Coloma 


By JERRY DYKSTRA 


Staff Sports Writer 


Streaking is the latest craze 


on college campuses. 


Well, Lakeshore did some 


more tournament 
streaking 


Wednesday night...right past 
Coloma...and without shedding 
their Red and White uniforms. 


- The Lancers, continuing their 
blistering tourney shooting, lay 
bare the Comets 90-51 in a 
semi-final 
game 
in 
the 


Lakeshore Class B district. 


Lakeshore, which fired at a 52 


per cent clip against Dowagiac 
Monday, started where it left 
off against the Comets. The 
Lancers hit 57 per cent of their 
shots in the first half to take a 
huge 50-28 half-time cushion, 
then cooled off a bit in the 
second half but still ended with 
an excellent overall 47 per cent 
average. 


"I think we're in a definite hot 


streak now and just playing 
ball," commented Lancer men- 
tor Lloyd MacTavish. "We're 
hitting the basket real well and 
starting to cut down our tur- 
novers. 


"We put the game away early 


with a terrific job of shooting in 
the first half. We lost our edge a 


Girls' Softball 
League Planned 


Coaches and managers are 


being sought to help start and 
organize a girls Softball league 
in St. Joseph this summer. 


St. Joseph Elks Lodge No. 


541, which already sponsors a 
boys program, is planning to 
also sponsor a girls league. 


The league will consist of four 


teams of 15 girls each and will 
play one night a week during 
June and July. The games will 
consist of seven innings and 
each member of every team 
must play at least three innings. 


Girls living in the St. Joseph 


School District who were eight 
years old as of Jan. 1. 1974. and 
not 13 years old by Kept. 1.1974, 
are eligible to participate. 


Anyone inli*n*sti>il in lirlping 


organize* tin* league can contact 
Mr. or Mrs. Tom Sparks al 
983-1307 after f> p.m. 


bit in the second half but the 
kids were having fun and we 
were running people in and 
out." 


The Lancer 
scoring 
was 


spread out with the regulars 
playing about half the game. 
Brad Peterson was the lone 
Lancer who failed to dent the 
scoring column. 


Charlie Shafer topped all 


scorers with 17 points to set a 
new Lakeshore single season 
scoring record. Shafer, who 
signed a national letter of intent 
to attend Michigan State Wed- 
nesday 
morning, 
now 
has 


racked up 487 points in 22 
games. Rick Farrow held the 
old mark with 473 points in 24 
games set last season. 


Mike Holland followed Shafer 


with 12 points while reserves 
Brian 
Peterson 
and 
Mike 


Mason popped in II and 10 
points, 
respectively. 
Steve 


Palmer and Marty Craig both 
ended with nine points. 


The Lancers, defending dis- 


trict champs, now move into the 
title 
tilt 
Saturday 
against 


tonight's 
Brandywine-River 


Valley winner. Ijikeshore has 
split two games with River 
Valley this season while turning 
back Brandywine twice. 


"It 
makes 
no 
difference 


which team we'll play Satur- 
day," stated MacTavish. "We'll 
be ready to play either team. 
Valley is stronger defensively of 
the two while Brandywine has a 
little more offensive punch. 
Both teams are very competi- 
tive." 


Wednesday's match wasn't 


expected to be much of a con- 
test and it wasn't...Coloma may 
lie in Class 15 but the young 
Comets aren't in Lakeshore's 


"class." 


The Lancers pounded out a 


7-0 lead in the first three minutes 
and then extended the margin 
to 26-8 after the opening period. 
Shafer canned five of six shots 
from the field in the opener and 
ended with 11 points. 


MacTavish mercifully put the 


subs into the game early in the 
second period but they con- 
tinued the hot outside blitzing. 
The reserves flipped in nine of 
14 shots (64 per cent) in the 
second quarter. 


Brian Peterson and Mason 


both fired home eight points 


with Peterson (hitting four 
straight shots and Mason four 
of six. 


The second half was a dull, 


meaningless 16 minutes as both 
Lakeshore and Coloma subs 
saw plenty of action with a to- 
tal 
of 
28 personal 
fouls 


whistled. 


Senior Jim Herman led the 


Comets with 12 points. Jerry 
Gagliardo had nine and Greg 
Woodward and Keith Augus- 
tyniak eight apiece. 


The Comets, who graduate 


only three seniors, had a 
miserable 
shooting 
night. 


Coloma put in 17 of 76 shots for 
22 per cent and connected on 17 
of 34 free throws for 50 per cent. 


Lakeshore ended with a 47 per 


cent average on 40 of 85 shots 
and threw in 10 of 18 foul tosses. 


The Lancers enjoyed a 65-35 


advantage on the boards with 
Shafer 
taking 
down 
16 


rebounds. 


Lakeshore ended with 23 floor 


errors, Coloma 16. 


The 
Comets 
finish 
their 


season with a 1-20 record while 
Lakeshore, 
which has won 


seven in a row, will take a 19-3 
mark into Saturday's final. 


Lcrteshort 


Hoqc,f 
Polmer.l 
Shofer.c 
Craig, g 
Holland,g 
Brl.P'trsn 
Kru«ger 
Livenaood 
Mason 
Poichke 
Wiles, 
Andrews 


G F P 
2 0 5 
4 1 0 
8 1 5 
J 1 1 
6 0 2 
-1 3 2 
0 1 3 
2 0 2 
5 0 1 
0 1 2 
0 1 2 
2 1 1 
3 0 0 


Coloma (51) 


G F P 


J 4 0 


2 1 


Herman,f 
Woodward,! 
A'yMynak.c 
Gaglior(lo,o 
Droch.O 
Harlman 
Eltiroth 
Cooper 
Wotowls 
wnite 
Robinson 
flianchorrt 


0 0 
3 3 
0 1 
1 0 


1 I 3 
0 2 0 
0 0 I 
0 0 2 
0 0 1 
0 2 3 


40 10 U Totots 
W 17 16 
total.. 


SCORE BY QUARTERS 


loKcshorc 
26 74 27 in - VO 


Colomti 
H 20 13 10 — SI 


OHirlnl!,: frank Kraak (Dccatur) and 
George Lohse (Kolamoroo) 


AERIAL BATTLE: Benton Harbor's Keith Seahorn (33) flips shot past John 
Harrington of Niles while Tigers' David Adkins and Vikings' Bob Crocker await 
rebound during Wednesday night's Class A district tournament game. (Staff 
photo by Pete Mitchell) 


Tiger locker room. "We didn't 
run our offense at all in the 
second half...and all those fouls. 


"The ball went in for us in the 


first half, but it didn't in the 
second half and we kept throw- 
ing it up there...even when we 
should have been holding on to 
it." 


Shooting eventually proved 


the downfall of the Tigers, who 
got off 25 more shots than the 
Vikings with the help of a 
rebounding advantage and ef- 
fective pressing defenses but hit 
only 33 of 83 for a 40 per cent 
average... and only 15 of 44 (34 
per cent) in the second half. 


The Tigers also passed up 


crucial points al the free throw 
line although they hit a respec- 
table 16 of 25, since seven of the 
nine misses were on the first 
shot of a one-and one-and-one. 


Niles hit 28 of 58 from the field 


for a 43 per cent average and 16 
of 35 (46 per cent) in the second 
half. 


The victory gives Niles a 20-2 


record to lake into Friday's 
championship game against St. 
Joseph, where the Vikings will 
be seeking their first district 
title since 1962. 


"After all this, I just hope our 


kids can get sky-high for that 
game," Adams said. "I was 
really impressed with St. Joe 
last night." 


Benton Harbor, which had 


won five district crowns in the 
past six years, ends the season 
with a 15-6 record. 


Bangor Falls 
To Mattawan 


lOth-Ranked Vikings 


Sidelined, 53-51 


B. Harbor (82) 


G P P 


Seatiorn.l 
Howard,* 
Adkins.c 
Rice.g 
PhilliDS.g 
Albert 


Niles <U) 


2 4 5 Harrington,! 5 3 4 
2 4 5 Crocker,! 
5 


AMerbcrrv 
Bridgmon 


6 1 3 Bo 
7 5 4 Harlmo 
10 0 1 Weaver 
5 0 3 Cooper 
1 0 2 Quinn 
0 2 5 


2 2 


0 0 4 
6 10 5 


BOXED IN: ,Jim Herman of Coloma tries to protect the basketball with one hand 
as Lakushorc players Chuck Jloge (hands held up) and Larry Livengood attempt 
to box him in. (Staff photo by Harry Smith) 


Totals 
33 16 25 Totals 
28 27 24 


SCORE BY QUARTERS 


Benton Harbor 
14 26 20 22 — 82 


Miles 
"24 24 21 —83 


Officials: Andy Saclre (Hortford) & Al 
Bobrolskv (Battle Creek! 


Desperation Shot 
Decides Thriller 


OVID, Mich. (AP) - Guard 


Gene Ploucha heaved a 72-foot 
shot into the basket as the 
buzzer sounded to give Mount 
Morris a 66-65 victory over 
Chesaning in Michigan High 
School Class 15 playoff action 
Wednesday night. 


With two seconds left on the 


clock, I'loucha look the in- 
bounds pass, turned around and 
lofted the ball from the opposite 
free-throw line. 


The ball, still in mid air at the 


buzzer, swished into the basket. 
Ploucha, a reserve guard, had 
six points for the night. 


KALAMAZOO - Lowly Mat- 


tawan hasn't caused too much 
trouble this season with its 
lowly 8-12 record. 


But the Wildcats have been 


murder on the Bangor Vikings. 


Mattawan, which cost Bangor 


the Kalamazoo Valley Associa- 
tion title last month with an 
57-52 upset win, proved just as 
difficult this time around as the 
Wildcats surprised the Vikings 
53-51 Wednesday night in the 
Class C district at Kalamazoo 
Hacketl. 


The Vikings, the 10th rated 


team in the final Class C poll, 
played two completely different 
halves. 


Bangor, hitting 50 per cent of 


its shots, took a 36-24 lead at the 
half. 


But Ihe second half was a 


disasler. The Vikings could only 
sink four of 27 shots for 15 per 
cent while being outscored 
29-15. 


"The first half was probably 


our best half of the year," said 
Bangor coach Norm Johnson. 
"We pressed them and led by 
as many as 16 points. 


"We took the press off to start 


the second half with the inten- 
lion of coming back with il. Bui 
Tony Coulter and Jimmy Lee 
got in foul trouble and Loren 
Grayer hurt his hip and had to 
come out in the third quarler. 


"We never did gel back to the 


press because of the fouls and 
the injury. Grayer came back 
into the game in the final period 
but he wasn't up to par." 


Still, the Vikings had an ex- 


cellent chance to pull out the 
win as Matlawan slandouts 
Greg Wcgcler and Shaffer both 
fouled out late in the game. 


With the score lied at 51-51, 


Sarlers missed a lay-up wilh 35 
seconds to go. 


Matlawan then set up a final 


shot but couldn't penetrate in- 
side due lo Bangor's 
lighl 


defense. 
Bui 
guard 
Dave 


Wallers banged in a 25-footer 
with five seconds to RO for the, 
winning points. 


Bangor, nut of lime-outs, 


never got away a final shot. 


Walters hurt the Vikings in 


the finale as he scored eight 
points, all long jumpers, He 
ended with 16 points. 


"Their 1-3-1 zone gave us lots 


of trouble in that last half," 
noted Johnson. "We didn't have 
enough patience against il. But 
Matlawan did a good job defen- 
sively. They've played two 
straight good games against 
us." 


Grayer led Bangor with 12 


points while Lee and Coulter 
both added 11. Wegeler paced 
the Wildcats, who had lost four 
in a row, with 19. 


Bangor ended with a 33 per 


cent shooting average on 19 of 
57 shots. Mattawan was 23 of 59 
for 37 per cent. The Vikes 
canned 13 of 21 free throws, 
Mattawan 7 ofll. 


Mattawan held a 35-28 board 


edge with no Bangor player 
reaching double figures in 
rebounding for the first 
time 


this year. 


The Vikings finish with an 


excellent 18-4 record with half of 
the losses coming at the hands 
of Mattawan. 


"The kids are disappointed 


wilh Ihe loss but ou can't kndck 
with the loss but you can't knock 
thai 18-4 record," noted John- 
son. "Remember, we weren't 
expected to do that much this 
year. I can't complain." 


Mattawan (53) 


G F P 


Wegeler.t 
Brooks,! 
Shattcr.c 
Walters.o 
AAuntlng.g 
Stonlo 


Totals 


Bangor (SI) 


GFP 
4 3 4 
3 6 2 
3 2 2 
4 1 2 


B 3 5 CouHcr.t 
3 2 4 Graver,) 
3 2 5 Santers.c 
8 o 1 Mltchelt.g 
1 0 2 Lce.g 
00 1 


2) 7 18 Totals 
' 1» 13 13 


5 I 3 


SCORE BY QUARTERS 


Bongor 
20 16 3 12 -51 


Moltawon 
15 9 12 17 -S3 


0'llcluls: Herb Lipschultz (Kalamazoo) 
and Jenny Klein (Marshall) 


North uwtiMrn Ujtsct 


FLINT, Mich. (AP) - Mike 


Williams and Jerome Huddles- 
ton combined for 39 points to 
pace Flint Northern lo a 63-50 
upset over a favored Flint 
Northwestern 
quinlcl 
in 


Michigan high school Class A 
playoff action Wednesday night. 


